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PAVING THE WAVES

“Paving the Waves” symbolizes the main debate
in floating urban development at the moment.
On one hand it refers to ‘paving the waves for the
future’. It is a synonym for taking the obstacles
away for the wider global application of floating
development. This includes the need to deal with
regulations and encourage standardization to bring
floating solutions from experiments and small scale
local and national solutions to mainstream urban
components to increase liveability of waterfront
cities around the globe. The theme also reflects on
the open question of how cities will bring urban
planning beyond the waterfront. The way we can
take advantage of the space on water is still an
open discussion. Are we expanding the urban fabric
over the water or will new urban configurations
originate? However, some environmentalists see
floating developments as a potential threat for

marine ecosystems.

For them "Paving the Waves” might symbolize
the threat that marine systems will be urbanized.
These two meanings of “Paving the Waves” are
central in the debate in the 2nd World Conference
of Floating Solutions (WCFS). The conference this
year will therefore also include presentations on
affordability, social impact and ecological impact,

in addition to the more technical topics.

With thought leaders and entrepreneurs in floating
urban development from all over the world, we
will explore how floating solutions can contribute
to climate adaptation, the energy transition and
social justice. We encourage you to join this
important conversation. It is essential to bring
different perspectives on this topic together and
make steps forward to create a sustainable future

on the water.
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Introduction

PtW-WCFS2020 welcomes professionals from
academia, industry and governmental sectors
from all over the world who have a shared
interest and vision in floating development.
Researchers, experts and policy makers in the
following backgrounds are especially welcome:
civil engineering, naval architecture, offshore
energy engineering, architectural design and
engineering, maritime laws and regulations,
classification societies, governance, sustainable
urban development and planning, real estate
development, circular economy and innovative

monitoring.

In the face of climate change, overpopulation and
increasing demand of resources, many cities are
seeking more space for living, working, energy/
food production and recreation. The most common
and traditional way to create land has been land
reclamation. However, such a method has raised
more and more questions about its environmental
impact, cost-efficiency and climate adaptability on
sea-level rise. An alternative to creating land is to
build floating structures that could be of use for
various types of activities. Floating development
can adapt to sea-level rise, can be built fast and
towed to wherever needed. It is less disruptive to
marine ecosystems and can provide new habitats

for marine life to flourish.

By creating space on water, or expanding coastal
cities on water, floating development can add
values to sustainable urban development by
making cities more resilient. Through creating
adaptive “land”, excessive nutrients that will
otherwise be wasted could be turned into energy
and a circular urban metabolism could be fostered.
This could contribute to developing Sustainable
Cities and Communities (the SDG #11). With
proper design, engineering and monitoring, our
oceans and seas could be used more responsibly
and sustainably which contributes to Life Below
Water (the SDG #14).

The Netherlands has a long and fascinating history
with water. It is home to the world’s largest floating
community and has wide expertise and knowledge
in maritime engineering, water management and
innovations in sustainable urban development.
It is a great honor for the Netherlands to host
WCFS 2020, which is co-organized by Blue21,
Waterstudio, Society of Floating Solutions
Singapore (SFSS), Space@Sea (EU Horizon2020-

funded research project). Special thanks
to supporters and contributors: Maritime
Research Institute Netherlands (MARIN),

World Ocean Council, Springer, Rotterdam
University (University of Applied Sciences), and

Kenniscentrum Duurzame HavenStad.
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Objectives

To bring together leading international experts,
policy leaders and researchers from across the
world to share learnings on floating structures,
improving the collective knowledge about floating

solutions.

To disseminate knowledge about the state-of-
the-art research and development in floating

structures.

To raise awareness on the benefits of floating
structures and sustainable use of rivers, lakes,
oceans, seas, and marine

resources among

stakeholders, understanding the roles and
opportunities for players from different disciplines

and encouraging multidisciplinary collaboration

To take stock of emerging approaches and
practices in floating innovations as a driver for
sustainable urban expansion on water while
contributing to the quality of life in both coastal

cities and offshore.

To provide insights into the crossovers between
offshore and urban context within floating
development as a basis for achieving inclusive,
safe, resilient and sustainable cities and human

settlements.

To mitigate problems of habitation and food

production faced by the third world economies.

Background

WCFS was first started in 2019 and was initiated by
the Society of Floating Solutions Singapore (SFSS),
a group of multi-disciplinary professionals with the
vision of creating space for Singapore on water as a

more eco-friendly alternative to land reclamation.

The objective of the conference was to bring
international experts and leaders together to
disseminate recent research and developments
in floating structures on both inland water bodies
and offshore, that are for energy harvesting,
leisure activities,

aquaculture, and farming,

infrastructure, industrial plants, real estates,
and cities. The emphasis in 2019 was on eco-

sustainability ofliving, playingand working offshore.

In 2020, the conference aims to bring the two

different worlds together;
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creating conversations between
the urban and the offshore and
exploring how floating solutions
could create a common ground for
the two in the face of 21st century
urban challenges.

-the PtW Organizing Committee
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PROGRAMME

06-08 Oct 2020
Rotterdam, The Nederlands
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WCFS2020 SPACE@SEA SPACE@SEA INTERACTIVE
POSTER & PAPER PRESENTATION OF EXCURSION DISCUSSION
PRESENTATIONS FINAL RESULTS

. . An excursion from Exploration of
Sharing of state-of- Conclusive presen- Rotterdam to Wage- challenaes encoun-
-the-art research tation & discussion . . -Nges o
o . ningen to see the final tered in various cities

findings on floating to the 3 year EU-Ho- S@S design demon- oresented by city
solutions rizon2020 funded stration at MARIN representatives

research project wave basin

Key Dates

20/03/2020 Abstract submission ends

20/04/2020 Abstract acceptance and full paper submission starts
26/04/2020 Standard registration starts

26/06/2020 Full paper submission ends

26/08/2020 Notification of full paper acceptance

16/09/2020 Registration closes

06/10/2020 Paving the Waves starts
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Venue Information

CONFERENCE LOCATION

RDM Innovation Dock

Scheepsbouwweg 15

3089 JB Rotterdam
Netherlands

EXCURSION LOCATION

MARIN Test Basin Transportation will

Haagsteeg 2 be supplied from the

. conference venue on the
6708 PM Wageningen ,
day of excursion.

Netherlands

RDM Rotterdam has three central parking areas:

Parking area 1 is located on Heijplaatstraat
Parking area 2 is next to Central Warehouse ‘

Parking area 3 is behind the Innovation Dock

next to the Shipbuilding warehouse

In addition, there is also limited parking space at
Heijplaatstraat, Heijplaatweg, Directiekade and
Klinknagelstraat. Parking is free everywhere.

www.pavingthewaves.org



PUBLIC TRANSPORT

WATER BUS (18)

Waterbus line 18 sails from Erasmusbrug, St
Jobshaven and Katendrecht to RDM/ Heijplaat
within 15 minutes. Departure, every 30 minutes.
To coordinate your journey please refer to the
Rotterdam Waterbus timetables:

https://www.waterbus.nl/

WATER TAXI (WT)

With a network of 50 differtent docks in Rotterdam
and Schiedam, the water taxis take you on request
to RDM. Water taxi's must be ordered in advance of
travel, to do so, please visit:

www.watertaxirotterdam.nl

HOTEL RECOMMENDATIONS

BUS (68)

From Bus/metrostation Zuidplein you can take
RET Frequentbus 68 to Heijplaat/RDM

To coordinate your journey please refer to the
Rotterdam public transport timetables:

https://www.ret.nl/en.html

1. Bastion Hotel Rotterdam Zuid*** (3.7km)
. Stroom**** (3. 0km)

. SS Rotterdam**#** (3.8km)

. Art Hotel Rotterdam®*#*** (3.8km)

. Hotel van Walsum*#*#* (3.8km)

. Supernova Hotel**** (3.9km)
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. Mainport Design Hotel***** (4 8km)
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For additional information
please get in touch

admin@pavingthewaves.blue



